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122
A BRASS, PEARL AND TURQUOISE OFFICIAL'S EARRING, 
SOCHI, 19TH CENTURY

Tibet. The elongated earring with a C-shaped hoop, inlaid with 
turquoise between granulated gold beads, with a baroque pearl at 
the midsection, terminating with a large pointed green hardstone. 
The actual hook is made of brass. 

Weight: 22 g 
Dimensions: Height 15.1 cm 

With the original wooden box. (2) 

Such earrings, known as sochi, were worn singly in the left ear by Tibetan 
government ministers and officials as a symbol of rank. The design of the 
earrings tends to combine the sacred and the secular in a subtle way, seen 
in the present lot with lotus petal designs. 

Literature comparison: 
Compare a closely related sochi, dated to the 19th-20th century, 14.3 cm 
(long), in the Bowers Museum, object number 2021.8.62a-c. 

Estimate EUR 1,000
Starting price EUR 500

121
A PAIR OF FINE TURQUOISE INLAID SILVER 
WOMAN'S TEMPLE PENDANTS, AKOR, 19TH CENTURY

Tibet. Crafted from several teardrop-shaped and circular sections to 
form a stylized floral design, the silver mounts are inlaid with turquoise 
cabochons of various sizes and a coral in the lower section. (2)

Weight: 179 g (total) 
Dimensions: Height 14.4 cm (each) 

Pendants such as these were too bulky to be worn from the ears and 
so were worn near the ears as if they were earrings. Typically they were 
suspended from the wearer’s headdress. The present pair is typical of the 
Lhasa style that was worn by aristocratic wives.

Estimate EUR 1,000
Starting price EUR 500

AUCTION RESULT 
COMPARISON
Type: Closely related
Auction: Bonhams New 
York, 14 September 2015, 
lot 56
Price: USD 5,625 or approx. 
EUR 7,100 converted and 
adjusted for inflation at the 
time of writing
Description: Two official's 
pendant earrings, Tibet, 19th/20th century
Expert remark: Compare the closely related design and inlays. 
Note the size (19.3 and 15.5 cm) and that the lot comprises a pair.

Provenance: Collection of Philippe Icher (b. 1956), French ceramic 
artist and collector, whose works are held in numerous renowned 
collections throughout Europe. His collection, assembled over several 
decades during his travels across Asia, includes Himalayan, Tibetan, and 
Nepalese artifacts that have profoundly inspired his artistic practice.
Condition: Good condition with minor wear and natural imperfections. 
Few cracks, small losses to the inlays, and light scratches. AUCTION RESULT COMPARISON

Type: Related
Auction: Sotheby’s London, 30 October-
7 November 2025, lot 829
Price: GBP 15,240 or approx. EUR 17,500 
converted at the time of writing
Description: A pair of turquoise and gold 
ear ornaments (Akor), Tibet, 19th century
Expert remark: Compare the closely 
related form and stone. Note the different 
material and the larger size (26.7 cm).

LITERATURE COMPARISON
Compare a closely related pair of akor, 
dated to circa 1900, 9 cm (high), illustrated 
on Himalayan Art Resources, item number 
2411 (fig. 1). Compare a related pair of 
akor, dated to the 19th century, in the World 
Museum, Liverpool, accession numbers 
53.87.185 and 53.87.186. Compare another 
related pair of akor, dated to the 17th-19th 
century, 9.5 cm (high), in the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, object number 15.95.90.
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Provenance: Collection of Philippe Icher (b. 1956), French ceramic 
artist and collector, whose works are held in numerous renowned 
collections throughout Europe. His collection, assembled over several 
decades during his travels across Asia, includes Himalayan, Tibetan, and 
Nepalese artifacts that have profoundly inspired his artistic practice. 
Condition: Good condition with minor wear and natural imperfections. 
Few cracks, small losses to the inlays, tarnish to the silver, warping and 
light scratches. 



ALL LOTS TO BE SOLD AT NO RESERVE | 197196 | ALL LOTS TO BE SOLD AT NO RESERVE

124
A NOMAD‘S KNIFE AND INLAID SILVER SCABBARD, 
19TH CENTURY

Tibet, Khampa. The slender steel blade issuing from a bone handle 
with metal fittings and pierced with small studs and a suspension 
ring. The accompanying curved scabbard is mounted in silver and 
richly decorated with repoussé and chased scrollwork, centered with 
coral and turquoise cabochons set in raised bezels. (2) 

Weight: 113 g 
Dimensions: Height 18.1 cm (total) 

This fine knife and its sheath would have been worn by a nomad 
in eastern Tibet, where such knives were an essential part of daily life. 
Beyond their practical use for herding, food preparation, and personal 
protection, nomad’s knives also served as markers of identity and status, 
often worn suspended from the belt.

Estimate EUR 800
Starting price EUR 400

123
A GROUP OF TWO INLAID PARCEL-GILT SILVER 
HAIR ORNAMENTS, 19TH CENTURY

Tibet. Each of oval form, the larger with pointed edges at the top and 
bottom for attaching a strap. The silver is embossed with scrolls and 
parcel-gilt flowerheads, as well as finely inlaid with turquoise and 
coral cabochons. The smaller ornament is decorated with a central 
turquoise surrounded by delicate silverwork, encircled by smaller 
turquoise and coral stones. (2) 

Weight: 356 g (total) 
Dimensions: Length 9.1 cm and 13.7 cm 

Estimate EUR 1,000
Starting price EUR 500

Provenance: Collection of Philippe Icher (b. 1956), French ceramic 
artist and collector, whose works are held in numerous renowned 
collections throughout Europe. His collection, assembled over several 
decades during his travels across Asia, includes Himalayan, Tibetan, and 
Nepalese artifacts that have profoundly inspired his artistic practice.
Condition: Very good condition with minor wear and manufacturing 
flaws. Small nicks, minuscule dents, tarnish to silver and light surface 
scratches. The bone with fine hairlines. 

LITERATURE 
COMPARISON
These hair 
ornaments 
were 
traditionally 
worn by Tibetan 
women, either 
on their backhead or forehead, fastened with a string or leather band. 
The turquoise used in these pieces was considered a holy stone. Pious 
donors also often provided elaborate jewelry to adorn important 
devotional sculptures. Compare closely related turquoise and coral 
inlaid hair ornaments, illustrated in Willi Senft (1983), Tibets Götter 
Leben, pp. 48-49.

Provenance: Collection of Philippe Icher (b. 1956), French ceramic 
artist and collector, whose works are held in numerous renowned 
collections throughout Europe. His collection, assembled over several 
decades during his travels across Asia, includes Himalayan, Tibetan, and 
Nepalese artifacts that have profoundly inspired his artistic practice.
Condition: Very good condition with minor wear and natural 
imperfections. Few cracks, tiny losses to the inlays, warping, light 
scratches and malachite encrustations. 

LITERATURE COMPARISON
Compare two closely related 
coral inlaid silver-mounted 
Nomad’s knife and scabbard, 
Tibet, dated 19th century, 
24.5 and 19 cm (long), sold 
at Michael Backman, London, 
no. 9017 and 8866.
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A FINE COWRIE SHELL AND BRASS DODCHA 
(BELT ORNAMENT), EARLY 20TH CENTURY

North India, Ladakh. Consisting of four strands, each with thirty-
four to thirty-seven cowrie shells strung vertically and terminating 
in brass bells. The strands are tied to three horizontal brass fittings, 
which are connected to a round brass medallion finely ring-punched 
and incised with geometric motifs. 

Weight: 249 g 
Dimensions: Length 48 cm 

Ladakh, known as the "Land of High Passes," is a stunning region in 
northern India with breathtaking landscapes and rich cultural heritage. 
The people of Ladakh, resilient and warm, maintain deep-rooted traditions 
influenced by Tibetan Buddhism and Islam. 

Traditionally worn around the waist and suspended from a silk belt 
by Ladakhi women, the dodcha functioned as both personal adornment 
and a marker of identity and status. The combination of cowrie shells, long 
associated with fertility, prosperity, and protection, and brass reflects the 
material culture and symbolic language of Ladakhi dress and ornament. 

Estimate EUR 600
Starting price EUR 300

125
A FINE TURQUOISE, CORAL AND BONE INLAID 
PECTORAL, SKEYPUK, 19TH CENTURY

North India, Ladakh. The crescent-shaped pectoral made of a red, 
padded and textile-covered base, stitched with symmetrically arranged, 
alternating bands of stained bone, coral, turquoise and embossed 
silver beads.

Weight: 445 g 
Dimensions: Length 27 cm, Height 28.5 cm 

Ladakh, known as the "Land of High Passes," is a stunning region in 
northern India with breathtaking landscapes and rich cultural heritage. 
The people of Ladakh, resilient and warm, maintain deep-rooted traditions 
influenced by Tibetan Buddhism and Islam. 

This jewelry is known as Skeypuk — Skey meaning "neck”, and it is 
traditionally worn around the neck by the people of the southwestern 
Ladakh region, particularly in the Sham Valley.

Estimate EUR 1,000
Starting price EUR 500

Provenance: Collection of Philippe Icher (b. 1956), French ceramic 
artist and collector, whose works are held in numerous renowned 
collections throughout Europe. His collection, assembled over several 
decades during his travels across Asia, includes Himalayan, Tibetan, and 
Nepalese artifacts that have profoundly inspired his artistic practice. 
Condition: Very good condition with minor wear and natural 
imperfections. Few natural inclusions and abrasion to the stones, 
warping to the silver, and soiling to the textile. 

LITERATURE COMPARISON
Compare a closely related dodcha, 43.6 cm 
(length), in the British Museum, registration 
number As1981,17.51 (fig. 1). Compare another 
closely related dodcha, 68.5 cm (length), in 
the British Museum, registration number 
As1981,17.50.

fig. 1

Provenance: Collection of Philippe Icher (b. 1956), French ceramic 
artist and collector, whose works are held in numerous renowned 
collections throughout Europe. His collection, assembled over several 
decades during his travels across Asia, includes Himalayan, Tibetan, and 
Nepalese artifacts that have profoundly inspired his artistic practice.
Condition: Very good condition with minor wear and manufacturing 
flaws. Few nicks, minuscule dents, light scratches, and loose threads. 
The shells with natural imperfections and soiling. 

AUCTION RESULT COMPARISON
Type: Related
Auction: Bonhams London, 29 July 2020, 
lot 616
Price: GBP 3,187 or approx. EUR 5,100 
converted and adjusted for inflation at the 
time of writing
Description: A ritual headdress and breast 
plate, Tibet, Ladakh, 19th century
Expert remark: Compare the related style, 
inlays, materials and size (33 cm). Note the 
lot further comprises a headdress.

LITERATURE COMPARISON
Compare a related Nepalese coral and 
turquoise inlaid silver necklace, dated to the 
18th-19th century, 40.6 cm (high), in the Asian 
Art Museum San Francisco, object number 
B60M22+.
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